Seroprevalences of herpes simplex virus type 2 and Chlamydia trachomatis in Turkey.
Aim was to detect the seroprevalences of Herpes simplex virus type 2 (HSV-2) and Chlamydia trachomatis in a subpopulation of Turkey. The study was performed in the "Golbasi" rural area of Ankara, the capital city of Turkey. Ten milliliter of peripheral blood was drawn from 1,115 women over 15 years old. Once the sera were separated, ELISA was used to detect seropositivity. Data were transferred to Epi Info Version 6.0 statistical program and the analysis was performed. Among all participants, 53.5% were found to be seropositive for HSV-2 and 52.2% were found to be seropositive for C. trachomatis. This study detected a much higher HSV-2 and C. trachomatis seroprevalence for the Turkish population than expected and previously reported. A percentage around 50% for both agents creates an important conflict with the common misbelief of the Turkish population that sexually transmitted diseases are not common in this population. This study points out the importance of preventive measures and the need for greater surveillance for sexually transmitted infections among the Turkish population.